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Cutter & Cash & Grass

debut on Opry stage is
coming this Saturday

Cutter and Cash and The Ken-
tucky Grass will be making their
Grand Ole Opry debut Saturday
night in Nashville. The show be-
gins at 7 p.m. Three chartered
buses full of local supporters and
fans - amounting to more than
300 people - are headed to the
event. The Opry seats 4,372 and
this event is nearing a sellout. The
program can also be heard live on
the Opry’s radio home WSM. The
show is streamed online at 650
AM on WSM’s radio app. It can
also be viewed on Facebook and
YouTube. The show lasts about
two hours. The Marion-based
group will perform for about 15
minutes as part of Grand Ole Opry
star Jeannie Seely’s regular seg-
ment on the program. The Opry
Square Dancers will open the
show, then Seely will take the
stage to perform a song before
bringing on Cutter and the crew.
Word around the Opry is that Cut-
ter will be presented a loaned gui-
tar with a legendary history to play
during the segment. Cutter and
Cash and The Kentucky Grass has
released a five-song extended
play CD. “Mommas Don’t Let Your
Babies Grow Up to be Cowboys” is
the only single from the CD that
has been released to streaming
platforms.

Eclipse viewing at park

Crittenden County Chamber of
Commerce is establishing an
Eclipse Viewing Party at Marion-
Crittenden County Park on Mon-
day. The solar eclipse will reach its
peak darkness in this part of the
country between 12:30 and 12:45
p.m. The Chamber has marketed
the event on social media, partic-
ularly aiming toward non-resi-
dents. However, it’s open to
everyone. Vendors are welcome to
participate by contacting the
chamber. This is a free event.

In case it’s important...

Just in case it’s important to you,
Coal is no longer the official State
Mineral. It’s now the State Rock.
Scientists and lawmakers have been
working on getting the designation
changed for several years and now
it’s done. Additionally, the legisla-
ture has agreed that Agate will be-
come the official State Gemstone
and Calcite is the State Mineral.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

«City of Marion meets in special
session at 5 p.m., Thursday, April 4.
eLivingston County Board of Educa-
tion meets at 6 p.m., Monday, April
8 at the new central office.
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Two former
MSgt Marines
recognized
for goat work

BY CHRIS EVANS
PRESS EDITOR

Like so many, Ken and Marty West-
gate came to Crittenden County seek-
ing the outdoors, whitetail deer and
fresh air. Unlike so many, they are
driven to a holistic approach for living
and improving their newfound home.

Although the two retired U.S.
Marines purchased their first acreage
here 20 years ago, it wasn’t until they
left Camp Lajeune a dozen years ago
that the former New Englanders moved
in and began investing in the land.

A few days ago, Crittenden County
Conservation District recognized the
pair with its most significant annual
award, Master Conservationist.

What started out as a little over 100
acres has doubled in size as they've
purchased a couple of adjoining pieces
of property and two springs ago
started raising goats.

Their military background has
helped regiment a learning experience
on the farm. He grew up in Massachu-
setts and she in up state New York.
Books, YouTube videos, conferences,
clinics and other resources from
USDA, NRCS, FSA and Extension have

ONE DOLLAR

Ken and Marty Westgate bought a farm here, orlgmally for hunting two decades ago,
then moved permanently to Tolu a dozen years ago. They were both master ser-
geants in the Marines and now they’re master conservationists.

armed them with the knowledge they

“We move the herd every three to

needed to strike out into a new en-
deavor near Tolu.

They love it here and have made
friends through community activities,
helping neighbors and joining the fire-
works crew that puts on Tolu’s Fourth

four days,” Marty explains.

Inside an eight-strand electric fence
are 22 acres of foraging ground. Cross
fencing separates the place into three
pastures and those are broken down
into smaller sections with temporary

of July show.

“They had to do a bunch of fencing,”
said Agriculture Extension Agent Dee
Heimgartner. “They work hard on soil
stuff, regenerative practices. It is not
necessarily organic, but what they do
is different than what you see with
commercial operations.”

Rotational grazing their herd of 38
goats is a primary focus of their farm
management.

fencing that can easily be moved.
Through his studies, Ken has come
to understand an efficient pasture ro-
tation cycle that allows the goats to eat
only the tops of the grasses and
legumes which protects the plants over
a long period of time. Moving the ani-
mals often spreads their manure more

See MASTERS /page 3

CLWD gets $10 million for expansion

Crlttenden Livingston Water Dlstrlct s treatment plant is located on
the Cumberland River at Pinckneyville in Livingston County south
of Salem. Its raw water is drawn from the Cumberland River, fin-
ished at the plant and piped to customers in three counties.

STAFF REPORT

Kentucky legislators
have put $10 million in
Kentucky’s biennial budget
to support plans for Crit-
tenden-Livingston Water
District (CLWD) to begin
expansion of its plant.

Local leaders say they
are quite pleased, and hon-
estly a bit surprised, by the
amount of funding the
state is making available.
Most agree that Marion’s
ongoing water crisis is at
least partly responsible for
lawmakers’ willingness to
commit that kind of money.

T.L. Maddox, chairman
of CLWD’s board of direc-
tors, called it a “very, very,
very positive” step toward
doubling the district’s plant
at Pinckneyville on the
Cumberland River from a
two-million-gallons-per-
day operation to four mil-
lion.

“To be honest, I didn’t
think it would come this

quickly,” Maddux said
about the significant fund-
ing toward what’s projected
to be more than a $40-mil-
lion expansion.

Maddux said long-range
plans for the three-phase
project had figured a 10-
year window to get every-
thing done.

“This may cut a year or
two off of it,” he said. “It
may be down to eight years
now.”

CLWD has also learned
over the last few days that
it has been awarded an-
other $1.75 million in the
Environmental Protection
Agency's budget for the
coming year. Water district
and government leaders
say Rep. James Comer was
responsible for getting that
earmark approved in the
budget.

Kentucky Sen. Jason
Howell said the final draft

See WATER/page 8
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Deaths
Hunt

Donnie Reed Hunt, 79,
of Marion, died Friday,
March 29, 2024 at his
home. He was a member,
elder and Sunday School
teacher at Sturgis Cum-
berland
Presbyte-
r i a n
Church
and  vol-
unteered at
Lucy King
Hospice in
Hender-
son. He was employed by
Kenergy for 37 years
from 1974-2011. He had
an extremely strong work
ethic and even said if he
died working, he would
die happy. He was always
willing to help his family,
neighbors, friends and
church.

Surviving are his wife,
Marilyn Hunt of Marion;
three children, Stacey
(Alex) Summers, Step-
hanie (Butch) Mundy
and Michael (Mandy)
Hunt, all of Marion; eight
grandchildren, Reed and
Riley Summers, Luke,
Addison and Rachel
Mundy and Gavin, Macie
and Haylie Hunt; two
brothers, Eddie (Barbara)
Hunt and J.E. Hunt; a
sister-in-law, Maxine
Corbey; and brother-in-
law, Chester "Bud"
Truitt.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Hester Earl and Jane
Hunt; two brothers,
Shelby and Bobby Hunt;
an infant sister; a son-in-
law, Joey Easley; and
sister-in-law, Peggy
Hunt.

Services were Monday
April 1 at Sturgis Cum-
berland Presbyterian
Church with burial in
Pythian Ridge Cemetery.
Memorial contributions
may be made to Sturgis
Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church, 504 S.
Main Street, Sturgis, KY
42459.

Gilbert Funeral Home
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

McKinney

Donnie C. McKinney,
80, of Henderson,
formerly of Marion, went
to be with the Lord Tues-
day, March 26, 2024 at
his home. He worked at
Alcan Aluminum for 37
years. After retiring, he
spent his time taking
care of his grandchildren
and taking his Camaro to
car shows, amassing
many awards over the
years. Known for his
humor and laid back de-
meanor, he enjoyed the
little things, like sitting
outside and playing with
his two cats.

Surviving are a son,
Sean (Christy) McKinney;
tree grandchildren,
Logan McKinney of Bowl-
ing Green, Lacon McKin-
ney of Henderson and
Travis Patterson Dobbins
of Haubstadt, Ind.; two
brothers, Garry (Debbie)
McKinney of Marion and
Larry McKinney of Mar-
ion, II1.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, Eu-
gene Bradley and Pauline
Croft McKinney; two
sons, Donnie Paul and
Josh McKinney; and two
brothers, Jimmie and
Douglas McKinney.

Graveside services
were Saturday, March 30
at Mapleview Cemetery.

Gilbert Funeral Home
was in charge of arrange

Connor

Darla Jean (Richardt)
Connor, 77, of Smith-
land, died Sunday,
March 31, 2024 at Mercy
Health Lourdes Paducah.

She was
a  home-
maker that
loved her
family. |

Surviving |
are her
husband of
55 years,
Marvin Connor;
daughters, Rosa (Mi-
chael) Gilland of Smith-
land, Carol (Jeff) Cohen
of Bethesda, Md., Cathy
(Gary) Grundhoefer of
Owensboro and Cindy
(Darrell) Wiseman of
Owensboro; two sons,
Chuck (Darla) Connor of
Evansville and Craig
Connor of Smithland; 11
grandchildren; 15 great-
grandchildren; and two
sisters, Sharon (Frank)
Adams and Della (Larry)
Montgomery, both of Tell
City, Ind.

She was preceded in
death by a son, Michael
Connor; a grandson,
Jacob Gilland; her par-
ents, Ambrose and Della
Marie (Poole) Richardt; a
sister, Rose Mary Grup-
poso; and two brothers,
Ambrose “Bud” Richardt
and William “Charlie”
Richardt.

Graveside services are
at 1 p.m., Saturday, April
6 at Calvery Cemetery in
Troy, Ind.

Friends may visit with
the family from 5-7 p.m.,
Friday, April 5 in the
chapel of Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services.

Knighten

Thomas Holman
Knighten, 83, died Wed-
nesday, March 27, 2024
at his home in Smith-
land.

Surviving are three
daughters, Shanna
Knighten of Tiline, Kim
Knighten of Smithland,
and Carrie (Joey) Craw-
ford of Til-
ine; a son,
Michael
Todd of Pa-
ducah; a
brother,
Donnie
Knighten of
Paducah;
10 grandchildren, Han-
nah Knighten, Cody
Crawford, Jarod Craw-
ford, Aiden Hale, Emily
Southern, Hunter Craw-
ford, Haleigh Hunt, Mi-
chael Brandon Knighten,
Jeremy Matthew
Knighten, Christopher
Michael Knighten; four
great-grandchildren,
Knox Hunt, Jackson
Knighten, Eisley Hunt
and Kallie Southern.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Nancy
Knighten; his parents,
James Thurman and
Pearl (Reynolds)
Knighten; and a brother;
Harold Kelser.

Funeral services were
Monday, April 1 in the
chapel of Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services with Bro. Keith
Knighten officiating. Bu-
rial was in Scotts Chapel
Cemetery.

four

MONUMENTS

i appointments for

consultation.
207 Sturgis Rd.

(270) 965-4514

Little

Gregory Boyd Little,
70, of Marion, died Fri-
day, March 22, 2024 at
Crittenden Community
Hospital.

He liked to hunt, fish,
camp, shoot pool, and
eat White Castle ham-
burgers.

Surviving
sons,

twin

are

(Kim) Little, |
and Rod- |
ney (Tif- |
fany) Little,
both of
Marion and
son, Brady
Little; a daughter, Trisha
Little of Louisville; three
sisters, Annette Maxfield
of White Lake, Mich.,
Joyce (Ed) Ramer of Lo-
ganville, Ga., and Ye-
landa (Charlie)
Woodward of Ledbetter;
12 grandchildren and
nine great-grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in
death by a sister, Jea-
nette Berry; and his par-
ents, Garland and
Virginia Little.

Funeral services were
Wednesday, April 3 in
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services. Burial
was in Salem Cemetery.

Riley
Barbara Allen Riley,
81, of Marion, died Fri-
day, March 29, 2024 at
Baptist Health Paducah.
She was a member of
Salem United Methodist
Church and had been
employed
at  Potter
Manufac-
turing.
Surviving
are three

(Vicki) Her-
ron, Donny (Donna) Her-
ron and Eddie (Loretta)
Herron, all of Marion; two
sisters, Nora Belt and
Marie Redd, both of Mar-
ion; three brothers, Mike
Tinsley of Florida and
Rocky Tinsley and Steve
Tinsley, both of Marion,;
seven grandchildren,
Jennifer Herron, La-
Donna Herrin, Brandy
Hunter, Amanda Pigg,
Crystal Kirk, Roger Sisco,
Billy Sisco; several great-
grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her first hus-
band, James Harold
Cooper and second hus-
band, Rick Riley; par-
ents, Charles and
Virginia Turner Tinsley;
infant twins and siblings,
Butch Tinsley, Sallie
Fritts and Paula Mar-
shall.

Funeral services were
Wednesday, April 3 at
Myers Funeral Home
with burial in Whites
Chapel Cemetery.

Stinnett

Eddie Wayne Stinnett,
66, of Dycusburg, died
Sunday, March 31, 2024,
at Crit-
tenden
County
Health &
Rehab in
Marion.

Dycusburg
Baptist Church and had
worked as a painter and
delivery driver. He en-
joyed walking and spend-

We accept

one-on-one

Marion, Ky.

ing time with his family.

Surviving are a sister,
Anna Marie (James) Pat-
ton of Dycusburg; two
brothers, Dennis (Mar-
tha) Stinnett of Dycus-
burg and Bobby Shawn
(Karen) Stinnett of Mar-
ion; an aunt, Faye Stin-
nett of Dycusburg; and

several  nieces and
nephews.

Services are at 1 p.m.,
Saturday, April 6 at

Lakeland Funeral Home
in Eddyville with Bro.
Steven Kirk officiating.
Burial will follow in Dy-
cusburg Cemetery.

Friends may visit with
family from 11 a.m.-1
p.m., at the funeral
home.

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to
Dycusburg Cemetery
Fund, c/o Faye Stinnett,
202 Stinnett Rd., Marion,
KY 42064.

McDowell

Robert C. McDowell,
78, of Crittenden County,
passed away peacefully
surrounded by family on
Tueday, March 26, 2024.
Having _
fought to ’?
the end
against a |
failing |
body, he |*
remains a
hero to his
loved ones
who will at-
tempt to live
their best
lives between
the ditches in
honor of Flee-

ah-daudy.
Bob was a member of
Emmanuel Baptist

Church and veteran of
the United States Army.
Surviving are his wife,
Rebecca A. McDowell,;
seven children, Robert D.
McDowell, Stephanie M.
(Michael) Carter, Timothy
L. (Marta) McDowell,
Crystal L. (Larry) Baxley,
Ranetta E. McDowell,
RaKara D. (Grant) Allen,
and RaShawna D. (JT)
Tinsley; seven grandchil-
dren, Robert E. and John
W. McDowell, Devon Wil-
son, Olivia Carter, Tessa
McDowell, and Tyler and
Nathan Baxley; a great
grandchild, Isabella Bax-
ley; a brother, William

"Bill" McDowell; and four
sisters, Sharon Maddux,
Mayree Sherer, Cindy
Jett and Kem Thompson.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Guy and Virginia
McDowell, Jr.; and a son,
Eddie Knight.

Services were Sat-
urday, March 30 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home, with
burial at Rosebud Ceme-
tery.

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to
St. Jude's Children's Re-
search Hospital or the
Rosebud Maintenance
Fund.

Truitt

Clinton Osley Truitt,
67, of Marion, died Mon-
day, April
1, 2024 at
Salem
Springlake [&
Health and |,
Rehabilita-
t i o n
Center.

He was
employed by the Ken-
tucky Highway Depart-

ment for 25 years and
enjoyed collecting an-
tiques, tractors and Ford
trucks. He was also an
avid outdoorsman who
enjoyed hunting and
fishing.

Surviving are his wife,
Joni Truitt of Marion; a
daughter, Becky (Neal)
Bryant of Marion; a step
son, Ronald (Jennifer)
Durfey of Ft. Knox; five
grandchildren, Eden,
Ryker and Aubrey Bryant
and Gavin and Addison
Durfey; a great-grand-
son, Mason Parrish; and
a brother, Orville (Sheila)
Truitt of Marion.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
Leaman and Flora Mae
Darrnell Truitt; and an

infant brother, Marvin
Earl.

Sservices are at 2 p.m.,
Thursday, April 4 at
Myers Funeral Home
with burial in Dunn
Springs Cemetery.

Friends may visit with
family from 10 a.m., until
the funeral hour.

Thursday, April 4

Annex.

Friday, April 5

Playdate at the Crittenden

Saturday, April 6

ing.
Tuesday, April 9

tension Office.

support the whole family.

Community Calendar

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s
meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

* Line dancing class is at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden
County Senior Citizens Center.

+ Friends Forever, a group for adults with developmen-
tal delays, will meet at 5:30 p.m., at the Extension

« Crittenden County Extension hosts Laugh and Learn

11 a.m.-12 p.m., for preschool aged children who will
enjoy stories, music and gross motor activities.

+ The Crayne Cemetery Association will have its an-
nual meeting at 9 a.m., at the Crayne Community
Church on Crayne Cemetery Rd. If your interested in
the upkeep of the cemetery please come to the meet-

* Hooks and Needles Extension club meets at 1 p.m.,
at the Extension Annex for anyone interested in sew-
ing, quilting, needlework and crocheting.

« After Hours Homemakers meet at 5 p.m., at the Ex-

« Kinship Care Support Group meets at 5:30 p.m., at
the Extension Annex. Adults raising grandchildren will
learn how to help them thrive and learn resources to

County Public Library from

307 Fords Ferry Rd.,

e

Marion, KY.

Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Embalm
Pre-
Monument
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tending to every detail.

Just like our families have for over 120 Years

Brandon

DeBoe
Funeral Director &
Embalmer,
Licensed Pre-Need
Agent, Monument
Specialist

7 (& % Boyd Monument Company
— Pl thas Ol S the Fit of Jins —

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments Since 1902
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Love Monsters come to life in sewing project

CCES student Reese Bingham from Jennifer Beverly’s
kindergarten class works on a sketch of her very own
monster for a project in Brittany Mardis’ family and con-
sumer science class.

Do you remember
being six years old in
your favorite footy paja-
mas, leaping into bed
and carefully leaning over
to check for those pesky
monsters lurking under
your bed? It may have
been a rite of passage for
some of us, but not for
kindergarteners at Crit-
tenden County Elemen-
tary School.

Thanks to some new
high school friends, the
word “monsters” has a
whole new meaning...
one stitched, literally, in
love.

Family and consumer
science teacher Brittany
Mardis learned about a
“Love Monster” project at
last summer’s CTE con-
ference, where she
crafted one of her own.

“I was so excited to
bring the idea back to my
class,” she said.

The project involves
pairing FACS students

Livingston incorporating fort into instruction

BY ANDREW SEXTON
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

Livingston Central High
School’s academic team
was recognized for its
banner year of competion
during March’s monthly
meeting of Livingston
County School Board of
Education.

Central’s team won the
district Governor’s Cup
for the first time in over a
decade and every member
of the group medaled in
at least one competition.
Brandon Godbey, the
LCHS academic team
sponsor, also received the
LiveRED Staff Award for
the month of March.
Godbey has developed a
great relationship with
the students and has
been a great cultural fit at
Livingston Central. His
wide array of knowledge
in many subjects is a
blessing to the students,
the board noted in its
presentation to  the
teacher.

Supt. Dr. David Mein-
schein discussed new
learning opportunities as
the district has begun a
Fort Star restoration proj-
ect to provide new av-
enues for deeper
learning. It is a P-20 proj-
ect that will provide edu-
cational opportunities for
Pre-K through postsec-
ondary students, create a
passion for learning in
adults and cultivate com-
munity partnerships, the
superintendent said. The
district invested time with
a group of teachers re-

cently, planning how the
space can be utilized both
immediately and in the
future.

Fort Star, also known
as Fort Smith, was a star-
shaped Civil War earthen
fortress used by Gen.
U.S. Grant’s forces as
they began their invasion
of the South toward forts
Henry, Donalson and the
battle of Shiloh.

All certified school staff
toured the historical fort
and a few other historical
sites in Smithland, in-
spiring creative thought
about incorporating his-
torical and cultural signif-
icance of Livingston
County in the classroom.
There is a great potential
in all core subjects
through this project to
provide not just educa-
tional knowledge but give
students tangible experi-
ences they will remember,
according to discussions
at the board meeting.

One of the earliest
events will be Heritage
Days for all students on
May 10. The public is in-
vited on an early tour of
the property. Contact the
board office for more in-
formation 270-928-2111.

Dr. Meinschein dis-
cussed very briefly a ten-
tative staff allocation for
all schools for next school
year. He also shared that
Kenley Ringstaff-Hefner
was selected to partici-
pate in the Leadership In-
stitute for School
Principals created by the
Kentucky Chamber Foun-

dation. She will attend a
four-day workshop this
summer in Greensboro,
N.C., at the Truist Lead-
ership Institute. She will
also participate in other
sessions in the fall and

next spring in Frankfort.

Meinschein has been
selected as a guest lec-
turer at the Army War
College National Security
Seminar that will be held
June 3-6. This allows
Army War College stu-
dents to examine national
security issues and ex-
change candid dialogue
with a cross-section of
perspectives.
Meinschein’s military and
experience
made him an attractive

American

educational

choice as speaker.
In other buisness:

eLivingston

p.m., May 17.

*The board approved of-
fering a signing bonus to

attract new teachers.

°A plan for the district
to move to a new VOIP
phone service was ap-
proved. It was described
as a better service and
will come at a signifi-

cantly lower cost.

*The board voted to ac-
cept the KETS second
offer of assistance and
approved the purchase of
a 72-passenger bus and a
nine-passenger vehicle to

transport students.

The next school board
meeting is scheduled for
5 p.m., Monday, April 8 at

the new central office.

Central
graduation will be at 6

with elementary students
where imagination, skill
and surprise come to-
gether in a magnificently
monstrous way.

When Mardis’ students
started a textiles and de-
sign wunit, she began
teaching basic hand-
sewing skills. Meanwhile,
FCCLA Chapter President
Laycee Lynn went to the
elementary school to read
the book, “Love Monster,”
by Rachel Bright, to each
of the four kindergarten
classes. As a follow-up
activity, students were
asked to draw and color
their own monsters. Lynn
collected all of the stu-
dents’ art and returned to
the high school with
them, where FACS stu-
dents (unbeknownst to
the kindergarteners)
began to put their new
skills to work.

“They used felt, but-
tons, pipe cleaners and
other adornments to

bring the monsters to
life,” Mardis said. “It was
truly a labor of love.”

Once all 92 monsters
were made, the high
schoolers loaded a bus,
new plush pals in tow,
and headed to CCES,
eager to surprise the un-
suspecting students.

Lynn says the look on
the students’ faces was
the best part of the expe-
rience.

“When we started call-
ing the kids to the front
of the room, they looked
at their love monsters,
and their faces lit up like
it was Christmas morn-
ing!” exclaimed Lynn.
“I'm so glad I was a part
of this project. It gave me
so much happiness,
making them happy.”

Kindergarten teacher
Andrea Markham said
the project was the best
collaborative experience
she’s had.

“l was amazed at how

the high school students
made our kids’ artwork
come to life,” she said,
“and 1 know the kids
loved their monsters.”

Hayden Carr, a kinder-
garten student in Denise
Guess’ class, couldn’t be-
lieve how much his mon-
ster looked like his
drawing.

“It looks like it came
alive from my paper,” he
said with a smile.

Carr wasn'’t alone in his
excitement. Guess said
all of her students were
completely amazed by
their new friends.

“They've done nothing
but talk about their mon-
sters since they received
them,” she said with a
laugh.

Mardis said that based
on the collaboration’s
success, she plans to
make it an annual event.
Making memories with
monsters, it seems, is
here to stay.

gt A

Breaking Down

Students on Friday were working through some last-minute math problems
outdoors under the sunshine in Madison Champion’s Crittenden County Mid-
dle School class. Students are on spring break this week and will return to
class on Tuesday. Pictured are (seated from left) Ethan Sosh and Hunter Curnel
and in the back are student Haley Moore and Champion.

Tria
STAFF REPORT

A jury trial has been
set in December in Lyon
County Circuit Court for
a Texas man accused of
firing a 9mm from his
tractor-trailer into an-
other vehicle driven on I-
24 by a Crittenden
County woman in Au-
gust of last year.

Leland Bernard Blake,
59, of Dallas was in-
dicted last fall by a Lyon

County Grand Jury on
two counts of felony
wanton endangerment.

Laurie Yates of Marion
and her teenage nephew
were traveling home on
the interstate from
Nashville last summer
when it is alleged that
Blake fired at least two
shots that struck her
SUV.

Blake had a court ap-
pearance Monday in Ed-

set for alleged I-24 shooter

dyville and a pretrial
hearing was set for June
3.

The incident allegedly
happened along Inter-
state 24 between Exits
56 and 45 near the bor-
der of Lyon and Trigg
counties.

Yates and her nephew
were not injured. Her
nephew is a student at
Crittenden County High
School.

Ralph Paris (right) was presented the Friend of Wildlife
Award by the Conservation District’s Bob Glinke.

MASTERS

Continued from page 3
uniformly over the farm
and when feeding hay,
the supplemental food is
scattered around the
pasture to promote better
soil conservation prac-
tices.

“We are do-it-yourself
type of people,” Ken says,
explaining that they hire
extra help when neces-
sary, but don’t mind the
hard work.

Their goat houses and
dog kennel are on run-
ning boards which allows
them to be pulled from
pasture to pasture with a
UTV.

“We have a real holistic
system toward erosion
control,” Marty says.

They plant more trees
than they cut and try to
make sure everything is
wildlife friendly — since
that is what brought
them to this part of the

country in the first place.

Ken was stationed in
Okinawa, Japan when he
bought the first piece of
ground here. They had
looked around in other
states, but knew the mo-
ment they saw the
rollings hills of Kentucky
that this would be their
final tour of duty.

She was a master gun-
nery sergeant and he re-

tired as a master
sergeant.

“Yeah, she outranks
me,” he says with a
chuckle.

They both saw plenty of
action in Iraq and

Afghanistan. He was in
reconnaissance and she
worked in intelligence
communications.
Ironically, they’re not
living on their farm, in-
stead renting a place just
down the road until they
can decide where they
will eventually build.
Their herd dogs — a mix of

One of the benefits of hav-
ing a herd is goat sausage.

great pyrenees and ana-
tolian — keep the goats
safe from predators and
the couple spends at
least an hour a day on

the farm. Perhaps the
most labor intensive part
of their operation is regu-
larly moving the tempo-
rary fencing to open up
new grazing areas.

Neighbors have ob-
served progress on the
farm as the couple has
taken down old fencing,
taken old barbed-wire to
the recycling center and
built back with new wire
and poles.

“They always ask us
about how many times
we move these fences,”
Ken said with a chuckle.

“It’s not as hard as it
might seem,” his wife
chimes in.

“We can usually do it in
about an hour,” Ken
adds.

Both in their early 50s,
the Westgates are mighty

particular about their
conservation measures.
No sprayed chemicals are
used on the farm and
part of their operation in-
cludes solar-powered
fencing. They are hoping
to develop a sustainable
water source soon for the
farm with some agricul-
ture program assistance.
Right now, “We haul

every drop of water every
day for the goats,” Ken
said.

Bob Guess at the Natu-
ral Resources and Con-
servation Service office in
Marion says the West-
gates are very conscien-
tious farmers and take
advantage of the varied
government  programs
and resources available.
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1 Crittenden County
/ Animal Clinic
SURGICAL PROCEDURES

Crittenden County Animal Clinic performs surgical
procedures including spays, neuters, a variety
of small animal surgeries castrations, enucleations,
lacerations, dentals and extractions.

Dr. Elizabeth A. Maddux * Dr. Michelle Hughes
3841 US Hwy. 60 West, Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-2257

SGHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
OUR CHILDREN NEED YOU!

child greeted wig,

STARTING PAY with CDL P&S Endorsements
16.15 PER HOUR

Benefits for Full-Time Employees Include:
Paid Training - CDL Prep Training - ELD Training

To apply visit our website at
www.crittenden.kyschools.us

For any questions contact (270) 965-3866
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Primary ballots may
now be requested

Registered voters from Crittenden
County may request a mail-in absen-
tee ballot for the upcoming May Pri-
mary Election starting on Saturday.

Mail-in ballots may be requested
through May 7. To request a ballot,
go online to GoVote.ky.gov and fol-
low the directions.

Crawford state champ

Crittenden
County High
School senior
Tanner Crawford
is a state cham-
pion in Student
Technology Lead-
ership Program
(STLP). His project
was recognized as
the 2024 Dave
Sigler Award for the Best Technical
Project in Kentucky and a Marion land-
mark will benefit from his award-win-
ning project.

Crawford’s championship project
was a system to increase communica-
tion between the balcony audio visual
booth and the stage during produc-
tions at Fohs Hall.

Crawford identified the need for the
system while working as a technician
in the audio-visual booth at Fohs Hall
for numerous community events and
productions. His interest in lighting
and sound led him to create the com-
munication system, which he is donat-
ing to Fohs Hall. Crawford’s Creative
Community Communications System
(3CS) uses custom software to con-
nect two computers by Wifi - one on
the stage and one in the AV booth.

Crawford plans to attend Murray
State University this fall to study com-
puter science and music.

==
Crawford

4-H hosting contests

Crittenden County 4-H is hosting a
Communications Contest on Monday,
April 15 at the middle school. Regis-
tration is from 5 to 5:30 p.m. Con-
testants should pre-register by April
8 by calling the Crittenden County
Extension Office at 270-965-5236.

There will be a speech contest on
any topic, demonstration contest
with poster props and a mock inter-
view with a resume required.

Speech and demonstration con-
tests are for ages 9-18 and the in-
terview is 14-18.

Participants will receive $25 off
their summer 4-H Camp fee.

Grimes is FFA president

Gavin Grimes will be president of the
Crittenden County FFA Chapter for the
coming year.

The local FFA has set its full slate of
officers for 2024-25. Others are Vice
President Madison Walker, Secretary
Mollie Blazina, Treasurer Gracie Orr,
Reporter Presley Potter, Sentinel Bella
Williams, Chaplain Alivia Caudill, Stu-
dent Advisor Taylor Haire and commit-
tee chairs Landon Starkey and Logan
Shaffer.

Livingston hosts its
Spring Cleanup Days

Livingston County is hosting its an-
nual Spring Cleanup Days and there is
an extra day this time. Dates are April
24-27 from 8 a.m., to 4 p.m., daily.

For free dumping, dumpsters will be
available at the Livingston County
Convenience Center at 761 Cutoff
Road and at the Old Riding Club at

April 4, 1974

W Marion Rotary Club conducted its annual Radio Auc-
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1795 U.S. 60 East between Burna and
Salem.

Appliances and furniture will be ac-
cepted. To make arrangements for
large appliances to be picked up, call
the Judge-Executive Teris Swanson's
office at 270-928-2105.

Only large items will be picked up,
no common household trash. This
pickup service is limited so call
promptly.

Be aware that EPA requires all items
to be placed directly into the dump-
ster.

Tires are not accepted. Proof of Liv-
ingston County residency is required.

Williams nominated
by GOP to run for
Livingston judge

The First Congressional District’s
Republican Party has nominated

=

Michael Williams as the
GOP candidate for Liv-
ingston County judge-ex-
ecutive’s special election
in November.

When Livingston’s for-
mer judge-executive
Garrett Gruber resigned
early this year, the gover-
nor appointed Teris Swanson of Led-
better to temporarily fill the position
until a special election could be put on
the ballot. Swanson, a Democrat, is her
party’s nominee. She and Williams will
face off on Nov. 5.

Gruber, who had just completed the
first year of his second term as judge
before resigning, had narrowly de-
feated Williams in the 2022 GOP pri-
mary by a margin of 710-698. Gruber
was re-elected judge without general
election opposition.

Williams, 47, is a 1995 graduate of
Livingston Central High School, a re-
tired Kentucky state trooper and a for-
mer Livingston County sheriff’s
deputy. He currently operates an en-
terprise that includes residential
rental, lawn care and wholesale foods.
Williams’ father Tommy Williams was
sheriff in Livingston County for many
years.

The First Congressional District
stepped in to fill the GOP nomination
because Livingston County did not
have an active, registered party organ-
ization. Daniel Newcomb of Salem was
also considered as a potential nomi-
nee.

=

Williams

Grandparents raising
grandkids can get
annual assistance

Kentucky Family Caregiver Program
(KFCP) provides resources and support
to grandparents raising grandchildren
in the Pennyrile region. The Kentucky
Caregiver program does have a low-
income requirement and an age maxi-
mum of 18 for the grandchildren
served.

There are over 51,000 grandparents
raising grandchildren in the state of
Kentucky. The KFCP can provide assis-
tance up to $500 per grandchild per
fiscal year to assist with items such as
clothing, personal care items, school
supplies and furniture for the grand-
child.

This program also assists grandpar-
ents who are looking for help with ed-
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ucational needs, legal services, med-
ical/dental services and/or respite for
grandchildren. If you or someone you
know may be interested in learning
more about the Kentucky Family Care-
giver Program or would like to apply,
contact the Pennyrile Area Develop-
ment District office at 866-844-4396
or email program coordinators Christi
Combs at Christi.combs@ky.gov or Mi-
randa White at Miranda.white@ky.gov.

Caldwell sheriff dpt.
made 73 arrests
during past year

Caldwell County Sheriff Dan Weed-
man has released his department’s
2023 activity report, which included 73
arrests and 205 accidents investigated.

Last year, the Caldwell sheriff and
deputies attempted to serve 549 civil
or criminal papers. Of those, 519 were
successfully served.

There were 2,168 investigations into
complaints, 110 criminal cases
opened, 241 vehicle inspections off
site and 646 inspections on site and
399 motorist assists.

For 2023, deputies logged 7,339.8
hours, 18,293 transport miles and pa-
trolled 103,394 miles inside the
county.

Job fair April 12 at library

A job fair conducted by represen-
tatives of the West Kentucky Invest-
ment Board will be held from 9
a.m.-1 p.m., Friday, April 12 at the
Crittenden County Public Library.
Companies actively seeking employ-
ees will be present or provide infor-
mation and/or training information.
Representatives from Marion, Madis-
onville, Salem as well as the Ken-
tucky Division of Forestry and U.S.
Coast Guardwill be present. Material
from businesses unable to attend the
event will be left at the library. Any-
one who cannot attend April 12
event can pick it up at the library in
days following. Local companies un-
able to attend but want to supply in-
formation can contact Fred
Stubblefield at (270) 832-5730.

Commuters in Evansville
face restrictions near river

Lane restrictions begin this week as
crews in Evansville start reconstructing
the KY 351 interchange as part of Sec-
tion 1 of the 1-69 Ohio River Crossing.
KY 351/2nd Street will be reduced to
one lane in each direction from in
front of North Middle School to the US
41 southbound ramps. The closures
will allow crews to install new under-
the-road storm drainage, along with
completing other work in the area.

The lane closures are expected to be
in place all this week. Work and clo-
sures have been scheduled to coincide
with Spring Break for Henderson
County Schools when traffic is lighter
in the area. Similar restrictions are ex-
pected this summer when school is out
to allow crews the room they need to
work in the area. Short-term closures
of KY 351 are also expected while the
restrictions are in place. Flagging op-
erations will be used to manage the
short-term closures.

Restrictions will be lifted before the
total solar eclipse on Monday.

Kentucky colleges see
record growthin 2023

Kentucky’s independent colleges and
universities saw a significant increase
in enrollment last year, according to
new Fall 2023 enrollment data avail-

able from the Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education.

Independent colleges include Lind-
sey Wilson, Centre, Brescia and Ken-
tucky Wesleyan, Transylvania and
others.

Total fall enrollment grew by 8.5% at
the 18 institutions that make up the
Association of Independent Kentucky
Colleges and Universities. There were
4,640 more students enrolling than in
Fall 2022.

Headcount enrollment at these insti-
tutions reached a record 59,088 stu-
dents for Fall 2023. Overall enrollment
is up more than 63% over the last
decade.

Livingston Hospital's
KPAP program honored

Livingston Hospital’s
Christina Dickerson, who
is coordinator for the
Kentucky Prescription As-
sistance Program (KPAP)
at the Salem hospital has
been recognized by Ken-
tucky Department of Pub-
lic Health. Livingston
Hospital ranked 10th in Kentucky for
Fiscal Year 2023 in helping patients in
the region save money on prescription
medications, glucose monitoring sys-
tems, medical equipment, hearing aids
and more.

Dickerson

Public notice clearinghouse

Do you or your company need easy,
searchable access to public notices,
bid announcements or other critical
government funding information?

The Crittenden Press and many other
newspapers across the commonwealth
are partners with Smart Search, a serv-
ice of Kentucky Press Association. This
tool was created to help residents stay
informed on state, county and other
local public notices. Smart Search can
save you the time of daily searches
and help you quickly and easily track
the legal and public notices relevant to
you.

Smart Search will automatically iden-
tify public notice pages with keywords
of your choice. These pages are stored
for your ease and can be reviewed at
your convenience.

A daily notification email will alert
you to log in and view your results
when your keywords appear. You can
save all relevant results in one easy
place in your account.

Sign-up for Smart Search by visiting
kypublicnotice.com and click Smart
Search. Enter your email address and
billing information to get logged in.
The service starts at $30 (plus tax) for
one month and can be purchased for
up to one year at a time.

Once you have signed up for the
service and your account is activated,
you will need to contact Newz Group
to provide payment information, or
you will be contacted by Newz Group
within two business days.

Contact Newz Group at 800-474-
1111 or info@newzgroup.com with fur-
ther questions.

Golf course deal is off

Eddie King, owner of Marion’s Her-
itage Golf Course, pool and Mulligan’s
bar and restaurant, says a deal to sell
the operation has failed.

King says he plans to continue oper-
ating the golf course, pool and restau-
rant. Some work on the greens is
planned for this spring and the pool
will open as normal around Memorial
Day.

Between Printed Editions
Tune in to The Press Online
for breaking news.

We also ask that you subscribe to
our YouTube Channel.

OUR MEMORIES GO BACK TO 1879

tion and Country Store to raise money for scholarships

at the Floor Store in Darben Plaza.

B Westside Market advertised Grapefruit for 10 cents
each and a pound of bananas for 10 cents.
M Crittenden County Rescue Club was ranked second

summer release.

in the western Kentucky area after the club was reacti-

vated the year prior.

B Crittenden County FFA members honored at their
annual banquet were Jerry Cloyd, Rhonda Kirk, Larry

Workman, Kevin Workman, Charles Knight, Bradley
Heines, Eddie Hearell, Tony Alexander and Steve

Ford.

April 8, 1999

M Crittenden County track members earning a first-
place finish in a home track meet were Michael Croft,
Greg Belt, Justin Hill, Doug Campbell, Brad Madden,

Shelly Johnson and Keri Kemper.

April 3, 2014

H Siemens added two new lines after closing its manu-

facturing plant in Charlotte, N.C., and moving them
here. Siemens’ Marion plant is the community’s largest
industrial employer with just over 300 workers.

B Final touches of the Crittenden County History Book
Volume Two were being made in preparation of its

B Rocket baseball player Adam Driver had three hits
in Crittenden’s 12-2 win over Livingston Central. Lady
Rocket softball player Kiana Nesbitt had the only hit in
an 11-0 loss against Henderson County.

M Ellie McGowan and Kyron Hicks competed in the
Kentucky High School Speech League’s Middle School
State Tournament. Both students ranked in the top
third of the middle school competitors.

B Crittenden County students got relief from state leg-
islators and were forgiven for some of the 17 days
missed due to bad weather.

Read Brenda Underdown’s
Forgotten Passages column
at The Press Online
between newspaper issues.
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Traveling pioneers make Crittenden home

This is an interesting
article that was written
in 1931 by Rev. James
F. Price. It’s a look into
some of our very early
history of the land and
the settlement of our
county.

The early pioneers of
our western Kentucky
that later would become
Crittenden County were
a most neighborly and
visit-prone people right
from the beginning.
This can be attributed
to many factors, not the
least of which was the
dark, gloomy, largely
unbroken forest which
blanketed our virgin
landscape and cast un-
controllable fears of Wil-
derness Fever caused by

ers in the virgin Ken-
tucky and Tennessee
forests always traveled
in groups as a means of
protection against the
ever-present larger sav-
aging-wild animals, such
as wolves and panthers,
which would follow the
pioneer’s herds of cattle,
hogs, sheep and poultry
in packs awaiting the
opportunity to attack a
straggling animal or even
a child.

They also traveled to-
gether for protection
from possible attacks of
hostile Indians or rob-
bery and murder by land
pirates, although there
was less actual danger
of Indian attacks in Ken-
tucky, since they used
the state only as a hunt-

too much lone- ing ground
liness and iso- and had be-
lation. Added come adjust-
to this was the ed to sharing
nagging fear of game with
Indian trouble. white settlers.

The pioneer When the
of original Liv- - g groups of

ingston County
was that hardy
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overland
traveling pio-

breed of per- neers arrived
petual western in west Ken-
movers we term  Brepda tucky. they
the Scotch-Irish. considered
Even though U“defdQW“ the  wooded
they were rel- CountyHistorian rolling  hill-
atively poor in land of what
most instances, F orgotten was to Dbe-
they retained the Passages come Caldwell
overbearing fam- EE—.—————— and eastern
ily and neighbor and south-
ties as the sys- ern Critten-
tem was developed in the den Coun-

deep South. There were
a few of the planter-aris-
tocrats who attempted
to set up plantation type
farms. These were usu-
ally in the river bottoms,
but these people soon re-
alized that this land was
just not suitable for such
uses, and soon adapted
themselves down to the
smaller cropping method
of provision farming.

Traveling To Western

Kentucky

The pioneers migrated
to what became Critten-
den County by both the
overland routes across
the Cumberland Moun-
tains and across Ken-
tucky or through the
Cumberland River Valley
through Tennessee by
wagon, foot and pack-
horse, and by the river
flatboat route down the
Cumberland, Ohio and
Tennessee rivers.

By far, the former over-
land routes were most-
ly always taken by the
home seeking, very few
of whom lived near riv-
ers in Virginia, North
and South Carolina and
Tennessee, and fewer yet
had any river boats nor
navigation skills, and
since few had money to
buy or build boats and
rent crews or pay pas-
sage, the river pirate and
hostile Indian danger on
the rivers decided the
way this county was set-
tled, which was traveling
on land.

The overland travel-

When veterinary care
is unavailable or
unaffordable, ask for
Happy Jack® animal
healthcare products.
For dogs, horses, & cats.
At Tractor Supply®

Kirk's
Pressiire
Washing

Jonathan Kirk
(270) 704-0694

Call for estimate

ty as prime land, for the
pioneers were convinced
land that would not grow
trees would grow noth-
ing, and most of them
were quite familiar with
hill-farming in their orig-
inal homes in the South,
thus the first sections
of original Livingston
County to become set-
tled were its eastern and
southeastern half.

The original perma-
nent settlement of what
was to become Critten-
den County was deter-
mined to a great extent
by the only roadway that
naturally led through the
desired homestead coun-
try in a south to north
direction.

Roadway known as
the: Saline Trace,

A PIONEER ROUTE

The “"Chickasaw Road,” part of the
old Saline Trace, used by Indians
in pursuit of the vast herds of

bison, deer,

way to the salt licks in

¢lk which came this

IHinols.

Flynn's Ferry began operating at

the Ohlo crossing

of this trail

In 1603, making it an Important
route of migration and commerce.
Movement of Clvil War troops was
the last major use of this road.

el - -'“:" i _i. =
A Kentucky Historical Highway marker stands at the in-
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tersection of Ky. 284 South and U.S. 60 East telling the
history of the old roadway through Crittenden County
to the Ohio River. These highway markers help preserve

our local history.

Chickasaw Trail and

Flynn’s Ferry Road

Geologically a natural
break, formed by parts
of Camp Creek and Piney
Creek in very early times
was basis for a North-
South track or trails
through the eastern part
of the county from the
plains or grasslands of
middle Tennessee and
southern Kentucky to
the salt-licks along the
Saline River in southern
Nlinois.

The first use of this
pathway was made by
the great herds of buf-
falo and other grazing
animals that had inhab-
ited the grasslands from
time immemorial as the
route to travel to secure
the supply of salt, which
was necessary for their
health.

The “Saline Trace”
was built by the buffalo,
which has been called the
trailmaker or engineer,
because of his habit of
finding the route of least
resistance between salt
licks and cane breaks.
His trail, some 4 or 5 feet
wide, was hard packed
by many hoofs. Indians
adopted and followed his
traces, or paths.

Before Crittenden
County was settled, the
Chickasaw tribe of Ten-
nessee sent hunting par-
ties into the area. One

App. Auctioneeer:
Vern Stone

Follow on
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Partial Living Estate: Antique Furniture, Old Wood School Desk,
Marble Tables, Couch, Recliner, Loveseat, Desk, High Chair,
Stroller, Dryer, Glassware, Oil Lanterns, Kitchenware,
Comforters, Curtains and lots more.

Friday, April 5
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or Pickup Service.
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Marion, KY 42064
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175 Nunn Jent Rd
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Wednesday, April 3
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Antiques, Furniture, Jenny Lind Baby Bed &
Chest, Prints, Lamps, Flower Pots, Childrens
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Dishes, Corner Cabinets, Dining Table, Couch,
Baskets, too much to name. We have it all!

of these early camps was
located in the vicinity of
Piney Fork church, near
where the present high-
way crosses the creek
west of the church.

The Kaskaskia Tribe
representing the power-
ful Illinois nation, often
camped on lower Camp
Creek near the site of
Weston. Thus these
large groups of Indians
often came into conflict
over possession of hunt-
ing rights in the land
that was to become east-
ern Crittenden County.

Early Crittenden
County tradition tells
us that in about 1790,
warriors of these tribes
met near the Piney Fork
campsite, and in a run-
ning battle from there to
the river, more than 200
Indians were killed.

The Chickasaws won the
battle and immediately
made provisions for the
spoils to be transferred
to their camp. They
cleared a road along the
trail for the use of their
wagons, and by 1790,
the Chickasaw had ad-
opted the full use of the
white man’s freight wag-
on.

When early settlers
located, at what would
later become Weston,
the road was known as
the Chickasaw Trail, but
soon in 1803 it would
become know as Flynn’s
Ferry Road for George
Flynn who opened a fer-
ry and established a bet-
ter road to Big Spring in
Princeton.

Armstrong and
Centerville

The land that is now
Crittenden County is a
rolling plateau cut by
three main north-south
running valleys which
are clearly divided by
high ridges between
them in its southeastern
quarter which were the
first sections to be set-
tled by the pioneers after
the Centerville neighbor-
hood had been taken up.

The Armstrongs were
among the first settlers
of (what was to become)
Crittenden County.
James took up 200 acres
on Livingston Creek,
the site of Centerville,
where he had already
built a residence a few
years earlier. Logan
Armstrong and Samuel
Armstrong took up 200
acres on the same creek.
The three tracts were all
surveyed in 1799. (There

is a Kentucky Historical
Marker to mark the site
of Centerville on the Crit-
tenden-Caldwell line on
Mott City Road.)

The Piney Fork Valley
was next preferred by
the homesteaders. It be-
gins as a narrow valley
in the south near where
the original Piney Creek
Baptist Church was lo-
cated and is separat-
ed from the Tradewater
River Valley by the Haw,
Blackburn and Piney
Bluffs ridge on the east,
but soon broadens to the
Twin Knobs-Wilson Hill
ridge on the west. (Who
would have ever dreamed
that the once historical-
ly known Twin Knobs
would be no more, and a
modern highway would
now be where they once
stood. These knobs were
landmarks known for
miles around by pilots in
the air and from travel-
ers on the highways.)

This valley was very
fertile to the basic pio-
neer crops and was well
drained by both forks
of Piney Creek and wa-
tered by numerous ever
flowing springs. The land
was also blanketed by
a fine virgin growth of
hardwood timber. These
factors made it the ideal
location for successful
pioneer settlement and
it became the “cradle” of
Crittenden County.

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and
a member of Crittenden
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local
history can be found at
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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some of our very early
history of the land and
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county.

The early pioneers of
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This can be attributed
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blanketed our virgin
landscape and cast un-
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derness Fever caused by
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protection against the
ever-present larger sav-
aging-wild animals, such
as wolves and panthers,
which would follow the
pioneer’s herds of cattle,
hogs, sheep and poultry
in packs awaiting the
opportunity to attack a
straggling animal or even
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They also traveled to-
gether for protection
from possible attacks of
hostile Indians or rob-
bery and murder by land
pirates, although there
was less actual danger
of Indian attacks in Ken-
tucky, since they used
the state only as a hunt-
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breed of per- neers arrived
petual western in west Ken-
movers we term  Brepda tucky. they
the Scotch-Irish. considered
Even though U“de!'dQW“ the wooded
they were rel- CountyHistorian rolling  hill-
atively poor in land of what
most instances, F orgotten was to Dbe-
they retained the Passages come Caldwell
overbearing fam- T ——— s and eastern
ily and neighbor and south-
ties as the sys- ern Critten-
tem was developed in the den Coun-

deep South. There were
a few of the planter-aris-
tocrats who attempted
to set up plantation type
farms. These were usu-
ally in the river bottoms,
but these people soon re-
alized that this land was
just not suitable for such
uses, and soon adapted
themselves down to the
smaller cropping method
of provision farming.

Traveling To Western

Kentucky

The pioneers migrated
to what became Critten-
den County by both the
overland routes across
the Cumberland Moun-
tains and across Ken-
tucky or through the
Cumberland River Valley
through Tennessee by
wagon, foot and pack-
horse, and by the river
flatboat route down the
Cumberland, Ohio and
Tennessee rivers.

By far, the former over-
land routes were most-
ly always taken by the
home seeking, very few
of whom lived near riv-
ers in Virginia, North
and South Carolina and
Tennessee, and fewer yet
had any river boats nor
navigation skills, and
since few had money to
buy or build boats and
rent crews or pay pas-
sage, the river pirate and
hostile Indian danger on
the rivers decided the
way this county was set-
tled, which was traveling
on land.

The overland travel-

When veterinary care
is unavailable or
unaffordable, ask for
Happy Jack® animal
healthcare products.
For dogs, horses, & cats.
At Tractor Supply®

Kirk's
Pressure
Washing

Jonathan Kirk
(270) 704-0694

Call for estimate

ty as prime land, for the
pioneers were convinced
land that would not grow
trees would grow noth-
ing, and most of them
were quite familiar with
hill-farming in their orig-
inal homes in the South,
thus the first sections
of original Livingston
County to become set-
tled were its eastern and
southeastern half.

The original perma-
nent settlement of what
was to become Critten-
den County was deter-
mined to a great extent
by the only roadway that
naturally led through the
desired homestead coun-
try in a south to north
direction.

Roadway known as
the: Saline Trace,

A PIONEER ROUTE

The “"Chickasaw Road,” part of the
old Saline Trace, used by Indians
in pursuit of the vast herds of

bison, deer,

way to the salt licks iIn

¢lk which came this

IHinols.

Flynn's Ferry began operating at

the Ohlo crossing

of this trail

In 1603, making it an Important
route of migration and commerce.
Movement of Civil War troops was
the last major use of this road.

LIRS

A Kentucky Historical Highway marker stands at the in-

tersection of Ky. 284 South and U.S. 60 East telling the
history of the old roadway through Crittenden County
to the Ohio River. These highway markers help preserve

our local history.

Chickasaw Trail and

Flynn’s Ferry Road

Geologically a natural
break, formed by parts
of Camp Creek and Piney
Creek in very early times
was basis for a North-
South track or trails
through the eastern part
of the county from the
plains or grasslands of
middle Tennessee and
southern Kentucky to
the salt-licks along the
Saline River in southern
Nlinois.

The first use of this
pathway was made by
the great herds of buf-
falo and other grazing
animals that had inhab-
ited the grasslands from
time immemorial as the
route to travel to secure
the supply of salt, which
was necessary for their
health.

The “Saline Trace”
was built by the buffalo,
which has been called the
trailmaker or engineer,
because of his habit of
finding the route of least
resistance between salt
licks and cane breaks.
His trail, some 4 or 5 feet
wide, was hard packed
by many hoofs. Indians
adopted and followed his
traces, or paths.

Before Crittenden
County was settled, the
Chickasaw tribe of Ten-
nessee sent hunting par-
ties into the area. One

App. Auctioneeer:
Vern Stone

Follow on ;

AUCGTIO

Partial Living Estate: Antique Furniture, Old Wood School Desk,
Marble Tables, Couch, Recliner, Loveseat, Desk, High Chair,
Stroller, Dryer, Glassware, Oil Lanterns, Kitchenware,
Comforters, Curtains and lots more.

Facebook [.\'."

Friday, April 5
6 p.m.

Call
(270) 704-3927
) for Consignments
1C or Pickup Service.

at U Bid Auction House
for pictures and updates

119 Cherry Street
Marion, KY 42064

«

SE
(:\'\? 84(@

20% off
April 6-9

2287 U.S. Hwy 60 East

8-FAMILY
HUGE SALE

175 Nunn Jent Rd
@ Full Body Fitness

Wednesday, April 3

10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Thursday, April 4 and
Friday, April 5

10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Antiques, Furniture, Jenny Lind Baby Bed &
Chest, Prints, Lamps, Flower Pots, Childrens
Toys, Nerf Guns of all sizes, Collectors
Dishes, Corner Cabinets, Dining Table, Couch,
Baskets, too much to name. We have it all!

of these early camps was
located in the vicinity of
Piney Fork church, near
where the present high-
way crosses the creek
west of the church.

The Kaskaskia Tribe
representing the power-
ful Illinois nation, often
camped on lower Camp
Creek near the site of
Weston. Thus these
large groups of Indians
often came into conflict
over possession of hunt-
ing rights in the land
that was to become east-
ern Crittenden County.

Early Crittenden
County tradition tells
us that in about 1790,
warriors of these tribes
met near the Piney Fork
campsite, and in a run-
ning battle from there to
the river, more than 200
Indians were killed.

The Chickasaws won the
battle and immediately
made provisions for the
spoils to be transferred
to their camp. They
cleared a road along the
trail for the use of their
wagons, and by 1790,
the Chickasaw had ad-
opted the full use of the
white man’s freight wag-
on.

When early settlers
located, at what would
later become Weston,
the road was known as
the Chickasaw Trail, but
soon in 1803 it would
become know as Flynn’s
Ferry Road for George
Flynn who opened a fer-
ry and established a bet-
ter road to Big Spring in
Princeton.

Armstrong and
Centerville

The land that is now
Crittenden County is a
rolling plateau cut by
three main north-south
running valleys which
are clearly divided by
high ridges between
them in its southeastern
quarter which were the
first sections to be set-
tled by the pioneers after
the Centerville neighbor-
hood had been taken up.

The Armstrongs were
among the first settlers
of (what was to become)
Crittenden County.
James took up 200 acres
on Livingston Creek,
the site of Centerville,
where he had already
built a residence a few
years earlier. Logan
Armstrong and Samuel
Armstrong took up 200
acres on the same creek.
The three tracts were all
surveyed in 1799. (There

is a Kentucky Historical
Marker to mark the site
of Centerville on the Crit-
tenden-Caldwell line on
Mott City Road.)

The Piney Fork Valley
was next preferred by
the homesteaders. It be-
gins as a narrow valley
in the south near where
the original Piney Creek
Baptist Church was lo-
cated and is separat-
ed from the Tradewater
River Valley by the Haw,
Blackburn and Piney
Bluffs ridge on the east,
but soon broadens to the
Twin Knobs-Wilson Hill
ridge on the west. (Who
would have ever dreamed
that the once historical-
ly known Twin Knobs
would be no more, and a
modern highway would
now be where they once
stood. These knobs were
landmarks known for
miles around by pilots in
the air and from travel-
ers on the highways.)

This valley was very
fertile to the basic pio-
neer crops and was well
drained by both forks
of Piney Creek and wa-
tered by numerous ever
flowing springs. The land
was also blanketed by
a fine virgin growth of
hardwood timber. These
factors made it the ideal
location for successful
pioneer settlement and
it became the “cradle” of
Crittenden County.

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and
a member of Crittenden
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local
history can be found at
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

When you need a

FAMILIAR,
FRIENDLY

face, we'll be there.

EST.

1976

Gilbert Funeral Home

117 W. Bellville Street « Marion, KY 42064 e (270) 965-3171

Visit us online at gilbertfunerals.com

for information on obituaries, funeral arrangements, pre-need arrangements
and background information about the funeral home.

ROTHERQ

1641 US HWY 60 E, Marion

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

For all your building
needs, call or stop by!

Pole Barn Kits

House Kits
Sheetrock and Installation

LUMBER OF ALL SIZES
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CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

The

Crittenden
Press

125 E. Bellville St., P.O. Box 191
(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.com

Marion, KY 42064 e

Open weekdays
9a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

for sale

Truck bumper and grill
rail for 2017 2500 series
Chevy or GMC, painted
black, worth over $2,000.
Asking $1,600. (270) 704-
1033 or (270) 704-5047.
(1t-14-c) ks

2008 Harley Davidson
Sportster custom $4,500.
(270) 969-2427. (2t-14-p)

Classified advertising
works! Customers tell us
they sell their items faster
than they expect by listing
in The Crittenden Press!
Call (270) 965-3191 to
post a classified ad.

sales

Big sale April 4-5, 7:30
a.m.-4 p.m., rain or shine,
116 Montevista Dr., Salem
(fourth street past nursing
home). (1t-14-p)

Yard sale April 6-9, 2287
U.S. 60 E. April 6, 8 and
99 am.-?; April 7 1 p.m.,
Antiques,  knick-knacks,
household items. (1t-14-p)

agriculture

2000 Massey Ferguson
231S, 1,300 hrs., 46hp,
2WD, excellent condi-
tion with 6 ft. Bushhog
brand mower, $11,000; 5
ft. Bushhog brand rota-
ry tiller, like new, $1,800.
Call Brad (270) 210-5620
(2t-14-p)

Hay equipment for sale:
John Deere 270 disc
mower, good condition,
$4,200; John Deere 662
rake, completely rebuilt,
$3,200; Vermeer 505 Su-
per | 5x5 round baler, very
good condition, $7,200.
Call Brad (270) 210-5620.
(2t-14-p)

employment

$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR
MOST POSITIONS!! Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps
Academy is seeking em-
ployees. We offer a com-
petitive salary, benefits
package, and advance-
ment opportunities. MTC
is an equal opportunity
employer-Minority/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veteran.
To view current openings,
view qualifications, and
apply, please visit our
website: www.mtcjobs.
com “Building Tomorrow’s
Futures Today” (tfc-c)

services

Springtime is here! Do you
need a job done? Big or
small, give us a call, ( 270)
704-1888. Better Built
Home Solutions: Decks,
pressure washing, window
washing, roofing, paint-
ing, tree trimming/cutting,
general maintenance jobs
and much more! Free esti-
mates! (8t-19-c) ks

Weekend remodeling.
Flooring, decks, small car-
pentry work. Call Ben Ev-
ans and Gabe Mott (270)
704-5977 or (270) 704-
6158. (TfC)

notice

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale,
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky
newspapers including The
Paducah Sun, Kentucky
New Era (Hopkinsville),
The Sturgis News, The
(Princeton) Times Leader,
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union
County Advocate, The
Henderson Gleaner, The
Livingston Ledger and The
(Madisonville) Messenger
and for only $250. Save
time and money by mak-
ing one call for alll For
more information, contact
the classified department
at (270) 965-3191 or email

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for
one week, with a 10-cent charge for each
word over the initial 20. Run the same ad
for consecutive issues for only $4 each
week. Now, all regular classified ads are
placed on our Web site, www.the-press.
com, at no extra charge.

You can also reach more than one
million readers with one calll Contact the
classified department for more information
about placing a 25-word classified in 70
newspapers for only $250.

It is the policy of The Crittenden Press
Inc., to fully comply with the Fair Housing
Act and to never knowingly publish
advertisements that discriminate on the
basis of race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, disability or family status. If
you believe an advertisement published
in this newspaper is discriminatory, please
contact the publisher immediately at (270)
965-3191.

All phone numbers listed for ads on this
page are within the 270 area code unless
otherwise noted.

us at advertising@the-
press.com.

bid notice

Surplus Property
Bid Notice
Notice of Bid: The Critten-
den County Fiscal Court
has declared on behalf of
the Crittenden County De-
tention Center that the fol-
lowing as surplus property

williams@crittendencoun-
tyky.org. Please indicate
“BID-HONDA FOREMAN
on the outside of the enve-
lope or in the subject line
of the email. All bids will
be opened during the reg-
ular session of the Critten-
den County Fiscal Court
on April 18, 2024. The
Crittenden County Fiscal
Court reserves the right
to accept or reject any or

and is accepting sealed

all bids in accordance with

bids. One 2017 Honda

Foreman Four-Wheeler, KRS 45A. (1t-14-c)

green and black in color. Bid Notice: The Critten-
The four-wheeler does not

run and is being sold “as :

is.” The minimum that will * plurr_lbmg
be accepted is $250. The * septic tanks
unit can be inspected at * dirt work
the Crittenden County De-

tention Center by contact- 270-704-0530
ing the Detention Center 270-994-3143
Monday-Friday between 8

a.m. and 4 p.m., at 270-

965-3185. Bids must be - ’o
received by 4/17/2023 at O‘ N

4:30 p.m., by mail at Crit-

tenden County Judge Ex-

ecutive’s Office 200 Indus- c,ﬂmszﬁ?mﬂsgg Area
trial Drive Ste A M_arlor), KY Ask for Brad: (270) 454-4088
42064 or by email to jada.

We Haul
Sand and Rock for:

Driveway
Construction

Landscaping

HAULING, INC.
Gary (270) 836-8936

Evan (270) 704-9838
Marion, Kentucky

ATTENTION LAND OWNERS

KENTUCKY LAND IS IN DEMAND. REALIZE FULL MARKET VALUE
IN THE SALE OF YOUR RECREATIONAL PROPERTY. WHITETAIL
PROPERTIES OFFERS A DIVERSE PLATFORM OF SELLING OPTIONS
INCLUDING CONVENTIONAL LISTINGS AND PROFESSIONAL AUCTION
SERVICES. IT'S NO MISTAKE THAT LAND SELLERS ACROSS THE
MIDWEST HAVE ENTRUSTED THEIR LAND SALE TO US. WHITETAIL

PROPERTIES HAS AN EXTENSIVE NETWORK AND CLIENT BASE THAT
REACHES THE ENTIRE NATION AND INCLUDES FARMERS, SPORTSMEN,
INVESTORS AND HUNTING PROFESSIONALS.

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT
KE "KY LAND SPECIALIST,
MARK WILLIAMS (270) 836-0819

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, KY 118. 1 $299,000 - This property has
the right habitat for deer cg= ' Dwg with the added bonus
of a rustic one-room hunnrsm nrmevated in a gdm neighborhood
and has plenty of deer sign throughout!

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, KY Q1,80 »a36,869 - Property has a
diverse mix of habitat tyl LDSystem numerous entry
points along road frontage, hunter-rnendly topography, a creek,
and planted pines.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY. KY 55 78 _ %255 20 - This tract has the
right blend of habit P NlDlhlGJ grow and hold big
bucks with the addea bonus of a fully furnished pole bam cabin!
Includes a Redneck hunting blind and feeders!

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, KY - 113.44 ACRES - $269,422 - Al
timber hunting tract. This tract is located in an area known for big
bucks and has timber diversity.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, KY - 119.44 ACRES - $235,906 - Mostly
timber hunting tract geared toward turkeys and whitetails. This
fract has a diverse topography with dynamic terrain features and
timber diversity.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, KY - 189.63 ACRES - $501,265 - All
timber hunting tract. This property is a timbered ridge top with food
plots and a natural saddle.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, KY - 427 ACRES - $918,237 - Timbered
ridge top hunting tract! This tract has the ideal blend of habitat
types for mature whitetails and wild turkeys.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY, KY - 201.98 ACRES - REDUCED!
$759,000 - This property has a diverse blend of habitat types and
topography with a home, outbuildings and a proven history of big
bucks. The home has 2,025 square feet of living space with three
bedrooms and two bathrooms.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY, KY - 09 ACRES - REDU
CED! $105,000 - This rustic cabin with storage buildings provides
the ideal base camp for your hunting adventures! This cabin has
1,192 square feet of living space with three bedrooms and one
bathroom, a spacious living area with a fireplace, a full kitchen with
plenty of cabinet space, a full bathroom and laundry room.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY, KY - 265.67 ACRES - $742,500 -
Diverse hunting tract with waterfowl potential! This tract has the
ideal habitat types for deer, turkeys and waterfowl hunting! This
river bottom farm has approximately 1.5 miles of frontage along
the Tradewater River.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY, KY - 139.95 ACRES - $318,386 - Great
hunting tract with dynamic hunter friendly topography, mast
producing timber, security cover, open areas for food plots and a
good trail system.

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE
HUNTING | RANCH | FARM | TIMBER

WWW.WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM
TROPHY PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE | DBA WHITETAIL PROPERTIES
LICENSED IN ILLINOIS, IOWA, KANSAS,

KENTUCKY, MISSOURI, DAN PEREZ, BROKER
108 N. MONROE | PITTSFIELD, IL 62363 | 217.285-9000

den County Fiscal Court
is accepting sealed bids
for the following surplus
vehicle: 2007 Internation-
al tandem axle vin #1HT-
WHAZT16J397245, only
135,381 miles, 16’ Steel
dump bed, new tires on
the front and four axle
tires new with remaining
four axle tires in good con-
dition, and an 8-cylinder
diesel engine and auto-
matic transmission. This
truck has a scrap title to
be transferred to the suc-
cessful high bidder. The
truck can be inspected at
the County Road Garage,
1901 U.S. Hwy. 60E, Mari-
on, KY 42064. Bids may be
mailed or hand delivered
to Crittenden County Fis-
cal Court c/o Dump Truck
Sealed Bid, 200 Industrial
Dr., Ste. A., Marion, KY
42064 or by email to jada.
williams@crittendencoun-
tyky.org. All bids must be
received by April 17, 2024,
at 4:00 p.m. Bids will be
opened and read aloud
during the regular meeting
of the Fiscal Court on April
18, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. The

Crittenden County Fiscal
Court reserves the right
to accept or reject any or
all bids in accordance with
KRS-45A. (1t-14-c)

legal notice

Notice is hereby given
that on March 27, 2024
Larry Stacey Adams of
204 Maple Street, Marion,
Ky. 42064 was appoint-
ed administrator of Roger
Wayne Adams, deceased,
whose address was 7637
Mott City Rd., Fredonia,
Ky. 42411.

Hon. Lindell Choate, P.O.
Box 890, Eddyville, Ky.

42038, attorney.

All persons having claims
against said estate are
hereby notified to present
the same properly prover
as required by law to the
administrator before the
27th day of September,
2024 and all claims not sc
proven and presented by
that date shall be forevel
barred.

All persons indebted to the
estate of the above-namec
decedent, will please cal
and settle said debts im-
mediately.

Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk
(1t-14-c)

KELLY BROOK APARTMENTS

aka Public Housing Corporation of Sturgis

Maintenance Free ¢ Serene Settings
Friendly Neighbors « Community Events
Affordable HUD Section 8 senior/disabled 1 bedroom apartments

Kelley Alloway, Management Agent
(270) 333-4469

kellybrook@bellsouth.net
221S. Holt Drive, PO. Box 252, Sturgis, Ky. 42459 (&,

LIST WITH US TODAY

HOMESTEAD
AUCTION REALTY

308 N. MAIN ST., MARION, KY 42064 - (270) 965-9999
PRINCIPAL BROKER Darrin Tabor, (270) 704-0041
www.homesteadauctionrealty.com

SPRING AUCTION DATES AVAILABLE NOW

@

620 East Main Street

at the following:

\ 2024

CRITTENDEN-LIVINGSTON COUNTY WATER DISTRICT

Salem, Kentucky 42078 (Owner)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Project No. 922101003

Separate sealed bids for the CRITTENDEN-LIVINGSTON COUNTY WATER DISTRICT
BLACKBURN CHURCH ROAD WATER LINE EXTENSION project will be received by
THE CRITTENDEN-LIVINGSTON COUNTY WATER DISTRICT at the office of the
CRITTENDEN-LIVINGSTON COUNTY WATER DISTRICT, 620 EAST MAIN STREET,
SALEM, KENTUCKY 42078 until 11 o'clock a.m. (Local Time) APRIL 19, 2024, and then at
said office publicly opened and read aloud.

The information for Bidders, Form of Bid, Form of Contract, Plans, Speciﬁcations, and Forms
of Bid Bond, Performance and Payment Bond, and other contract documents may be examined

Crittenden-Livingston County Water District; 620 East Main Street; Salem, Kentucky 42078
Hussey Gay Bell - Nashville, LLC; 4117 Hillsboro Pike, Suite 206; Nashville, Tennessee 37215
Builders Exchange of Kentucky; 2300 Meadow Drive; Louisville, Kentucky 40218

Associated General Contractors; 2924 Foster Creighton; Nashville, Tennessee 37204
Builders Exchange of Tennessee; 2322 Winford Avenue; Nashville, Tennessee 37211

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the office of HUSSEY GAY
BELL NASHVILLE, LLC; 4117 HILLSBORO PIKE, SUITE 206, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
37215 upon payment of $50.00 (digital) or $100 (paper) non-refundable deposit.

The owner reserves the right to waive any informalities or to reject any or all bids.

Each bidder must deposit with his bid, security in the amount, form and subject to the
conditions provided in the Information for Bidders.

All bidders must be licensed General Contractors as required by the Contractor's Licensing
Act of 1976 of the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee and qualified for the type of

construction being bid upon.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 days after the Actual Date of the opening thereof.

TR

T.L. Maddox, Chairman
Crittenden-Livingston County Water District

HONOR YOUR GRADUATE!

In this special way on a yard sign!
Perfect for Grandparents, Family Members or Employees that want fo show off a

SPECIAL SENIOR

(270) 965-31 91

adverhsmg@the-pr oS
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Crittenden County Dugout Club Rosters

2024 RECREATIONAL BASEBALL | SOFTBALL LEAGUES

8 UNDER BASEBALL
TIGERS

Boone Tabor
Koleson Tinsley
Grayson Congenie
Crea Farmer
Dayton Easley
Axel Quertermous
Bryson Tidwell
Grayson Robinson
Izac Hardin
Isaiah Myers
Nolan Schultz
Coach Tanner Tabor

PIRATES
Clarke Perryman
Heaton Lee Davis
Krue Gardner
Cade Collins
Sawyer Bock
Maddox Harris
Knox McDonald
Leeland Rasdall
Liam Hill
Wyatt Brown
Jed Orr
Coach Todd Perryman

ORIOLES
Beckett Hunt
Chase Winders
Drew Bryant
Gunner Smith
Colton James
Easton Burton
Ryan Cummings
Case Winters
Will Gass
Quincy Louden
Weston Gilkey
Coach Andy Hunt

YANKEES
Ayden Oliver
Jagger Renfro
Lane Scott
Bryar Whittington
Canaan Scott
Cooper Ellington
Bray Brown
Lane Dismore
Gage Mayers
Scotty Crotty
Bennett Sunderland
Coach Casey Oliver

8 UNDER SOFTBALL
LADY VOLS

Hadlee Henager
Breckyn Henager
Haven Henager
Madilynne watherspoon
Jozie Fitch
Chloe Cates
Ella Rustin
Zaylie Tinsley
Brighton Guess
Emberly Mclevain

Allie Brooke Kirk

Adalyn Tinsley

Coach Haylee Henager
LADY ROCKETS

Anna Beth Blackburn

Beckett Bebout

Chandler Epley

Avery Epley

Leighton Bumpus

Elizabeth Dunbar

Karsin Gardner

Karlie Hewitt

Rion Bingham

Annalese Maraman

Kendall Buell

Jordyn Champion

Coach Ryan Blackburn

10 UNDER BASEBALL
ROYALS
Liam Frederick
Kayson Atwell
Hayden Atwell
Noah Baker
Zavian Bell
Nathan Travis
Jordy Byford
Conner Partee
Briley Hackney
Derek Frederick
ORIOLES
Brody Day
Davis Polk
Knox Champion
Aiden Fraliex
Jack Wright
Kamdyn Matthews
Xander Jones
Collin Hardesty
Josh Walker
Grayson Pritchett
Coach Charlie Day
PHILLIES
Jaxson Congenie
Cam Cornwell
RJ Harris
Sam Morries
Koltyn Woodall
Asher Blake
Thomas Kinnis
Ty Hardin
Kolbie Hocking
Bryan Curnel
Geogre Congenie

10 UNDER SOFTBALL
LADY BLUEJAYS

Kaylynn Little
Callie Hildebrand
Olivia Mattingly
Evelyn Nelson
Fiona Miller
Kailea Mason
Elizabeth Greenwell
Annslee Hurst
Allyson Williams
Coach Amanda Little

LADY REBELS
Melina Keller
Mattie Moss
Danielle Farmer
Scarlett Bock
Blakelee Gardner
India Harris
Cadie Buckanan
Addie McMackin
Coach Mike Keller

12 UNDER BASEBALL
CARDINALS
Bryce Dayberry
Bentley Rushing
Axel Topp
Gage Adamson
Kyler Atwell
Draven Farmer
Tripp Martin
Parkereli Lingerfelt
Jackson Morries
Darin Morries
Brantley Sunderland
Coach Adam Dayberry
ROYALS
Carter Tyner
Bode Merrill
Beau Maraman
Cooper Rich
Parker Day
Clay Collins
Weston Weathespoon
Jayc Elliott
Mason Williams
Miles Yates
Tristan Harris
Coach John Tyner

12 UNDER SOFTBALL
ANGELS
Brooklyn Lovell
Ava Tabor
Adelynn Nelson
Isabel Geary
Fiona Louden
Sydney Keller
Whitley Lovan
Kinley Copeland
Aubrianna Odom
Carly Crider
Coach Wes Lovell

LADY WILDCATS
Lilly Cappello
Olivia Mattingly
London McCord
Aria Kinnis
Kora Belle Penn
Mela Kate Penn
Danielle Farmer
Bradie Hackney
Peyton Scott
Laura Cummings
Coach Joey Capello

WATER

Continued from page 1
of the state’s two-year
spending plan agreed
upon late last week by
the General Assembly
will include $5 million in
Fiscal Year 2025 and an-
other $5 million in
FY2026.

“All of the people work-
ing together is what
pulled this together,”
Sen. Howell said.

The Murray Republi-
can said the project af-
fects five counties and it
fits the blueprint Frank-
fort likes to see for infra-
structure projects.

“We are always talking
regionalization and that’s
the way I pitched this,”
Howell added.

The senator expects
the multi-year project to
gain momentum and
move forward toward
completion on schedule.

“It’s exceedingly rare,”
he said for a project like
this to get strongly out of
the gate then fold. Con-
tinued support from
every city and county
served in the water dis-
trict’s territory is vital to
seeing the expansion
project across the finish
line, Howell explained.

Together, these state
and federal funding
sources will allow CLWD
to complete Phase 1 of its
expansion. In its initial
stage, CLWD plans call
for design of every phase
of the project, surveying,
easement  preparation
and acquisition, geotech-
nical, legal and adminis-
trative costs. With regard
to actual construction, it
also provides for the con-
struction of a clear well
at the water plant to in-
crease storage capacity
and replacement of an
aging and problematic
line across Kentucky
Dam between Grand
Rivers and North Mar-
shall. By improving the
connection to North Mar-
shall, it will provide
greater assurances of
having a backup for
water to the southern
part of Livingston
County.

Tim Thomas, the water
crisis consultant for Mar-
ion, said this is great
news for Marion and the
broader region. He said

that by improving the
North Marshall and
Grand Rivers connector,
CLWD will be able to help
supply Marion with water
even during periods of
peak demand.

Grand Rivers, along
with Ledbetter, Salem,
Smithland and Lyon

County, is a wholesale
water customer of
CLWD.

Marion’s city council
has declared that its
longterm plan is to be-
come a regular wholesale
customer of CLWD. Mar-
ion leaders have been
struggling to keep its res-
idential customers in
water for the past two
years after an earthen
dam at Lake George
began to fail in the spring
of 2022.

Among the primary
reasons CLWD is getting
this level of funding is its
well-planned and man-
ageable concept. Thomas
called it a “fundable”
plan largely because it is
“broken into manageable
phases.”

Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom and Livingston
County Judge-Executive
Teris Swanson have been
actively engaged in con-
versations with lawmak-
ers with regard to the
funding. They and others
went to Frankfort a few
weeks ago to meet face to
face with them.

“It’s more than we re-
quested,” Newcom said
about the $10 million. “I
was pleasantly surprised
and very grateful for Sen.
Howell helping push this
through. It will definitely
push CLWD through
Phase 1 and hopefully
get design and engineer-
ing work done for Phase
2.’7

The design, engineer-
ing and easement
processes tend to take
the most time, say those
who are involved with the
district’s expansion
plans. Construction typi-
cally moves more rapidly
once it begins. Phase 1 is
projected to cost about
$7 million and that’s
what local leaders had
asked for in the new
state budget.

Newcom said Sen.
Danny Carroll and Rep.
Randy Bridges, Rep. Jim

Gooch and Rep. Chris
Freeland were instru-
mental in securing the
state funding.

“This will go a long way
to making sure that the
water district can ensure
water security and water
availability well into the
future,” Newcom said.

This CLWD project is
separate from ongoing
emergency repair work
being done in Marion on
the Lake George levee.
Stabilization of the lake’s
dam is only a temporary
fix for Marion’s water is-
sues. City leaders hope
that the short-term re-
pairs will last long
enough for CLWD to in-
crease its capacity to
meet the city’s daily de-
mand.

Family
time on
turkeys

STAFF REPORT

There are many ways
families find time to-
gether. For the Belts, it’s
afield chasing turkeys.

Scott Belt grew up
hunting alongside his fa-
ther. Now, he’s passing
on that tradition with his
sons Landon, 12, and
Asher, 8.

Belt and Landon plan
on hunting Saturday
morning when the youth
wild  turkey  season
opens, and grandpa,
Dave Belt, will be in the
blind with them just as
always.

“Landon has already
gotten five or six turkeys
and every time it’s been
me, him and dad in the
blind together,” said
Scott, 40, who was born
in the early 1980s when
turkey hunting wasn’t as
popular as it is today.

In fact, Crittenden
County didn’t have too
many turkeys until the
late 1990s. A statewide
restoration program
brought turkey hunting
into mainstream about
30 years ago. Many peo-
ple didn’t know, however,
that Crittenden County
actually was one of the
first counties in Ken-
tucky to have a modern-
day turkey season.

A short season was
open here in the mid
1980s, but it was short-
lived as the population
was determined to be
dwindling too rapidly. A
few years later, in the
mid 1990s, the southern
part of the county was
first reopened to turkey
hunting then eventually
the whole county. By the
mid 2000s, hunters were
taking more than 500
gobblers in Crittenden
County’s spring season.

By the time Scott Belt
was a teenager, there
were plenty of turkeys
around and he and his
father “kind of learned
how to do it together,” he
said.

“Dad and I have always
hunted together. When
he goes, Igo, and now,
Landon goes with us,
too,” Scott said. “Grow-
ing up I was always right
beside of my dad in the
deer stand, turkey blind
or duck boat. It’s just a
family thing.”

The youngest Belt boy,
Asher, hasn’t gotten a
turkey yet, but he’s been
trying. Landon has a
.410 shotgun with a red-
dot scope. Loaded with
TSS shells, he’s pretty
deadly, dad says.

“And he’s the luckiest

Spring turkey hunting is a family tradition for the Belts.

A

Here is a picture of young Landon with a gobbler from
a previous youth season, flanked by his father Scott
Belt and grandfather Dave Belt.

thing. The first time dad
and I took him hunting
four jakes came in and
he got one. That was
opening day of the youth
season and ever since
then, I think he’s gotten
one on opening day,”
Scott said.

The family also scouts
together and enjoys look-
ing at pictures from the
cellular trail cameras.

“Landon likes to listen
to them as much he does
shooting one,” Scott
adds.

Kentucky’s youth-only
season is open to
hunters ages 15 and
younger the weekend of
April 6-7; the general
season runs April 13
through May 5. This
spring, hunters in the
state should anticipate
the kind of classic spring
turkey season for which
Kentucky is known.

“l expect a strong har-
vest on par with Ken-
tucky’s averages,” said
Zak Danks, wild turkey
and grouse program co-
ordinator for Kentucky
Fish and Wildlife.

He noted the 2023
spring season was more
successful than antici-
pated.

“Things will be back to
normal this year,” Danks
stated. “Our statewide
turkey hatch has been
stable the past two years
after the bump in 2021,
which is consistent with
other states across the
region.”

Around Crittenden and
Livingston counties, out-
doors enthusiasts are
hoping for bigger num-
bers after several down
years. Field reports sug-
gest that’s likely as sight-
ings appear on the
uptick. Warm weather
has also meant opportu-
nities for meaningful
scouting. Turkeys tend to
be more active and more
vocal on warm, sunny
mornings.

Because of unreason-
ably mild temperatures
in February and March,
the woods are getting

thick in a hurry. Foliage
is about two weeks ahead
of schedule, says Tanner
Tabor, a Crittenden
County hunter.

“I think hunters have
an advantage when
there’s more leaves and
other foliage because it’s
easier to sneak around,”

Tabor said.
However, he thinks the
nice weather has

prompted turkeys to get
their breeding season
underway earlier than
normal. He thinks that
could affect the season,
too.

“I think turkeys are
making a little bit of a
comeback around my
place, particularly since
the doomsday stuff from
five or six years ago,”
Tabor said. “But I don’t
think this early spring-
like weather will help the
harvest numbers once
season gets going.”

Kentucky turkey
hunters harvested an im-
pressive 35,655 birds in
spring of 2023, the
state’s second highest
total harvest on record. It
was 21 percent higher
than the three-year aver-
age, 23 percent more
than the five-year aver-
age and an 18 percent in-
crease over the 10-year
average. In Crittenden
County, hunters bagged
413 last spring. That was
the biggest harvest in 10
seasons.

An exceptional poult
hatch of 2021, a ratio of
3.2 poults per hen, led to
the boost in excitable
two-year-old gobbler ac-
tivity on the landscape in
2023, says KDFWR.
When it comes to this
season’s jakes, a 2022
brood survey resulted in
2.3 poults per hens, a
ratio which has stayed
consistent 2019 through
2023 besides the spike in
2021.

Danks said there will
be plenty of wild turkey
gobblers to hear from the
roost when seasons gets
rolling.
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Metal Roofing, Siding & Trim fabricated on site.

OUR STEEL IS GUARANTEED

#1 Metal in 32 Colors
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1006 S. Main St., Marion, Kentucky
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SPRING SPORTS
This week’s games

Baseball at Panama City, Fla.
Wednesday vs. Clinton County
Thursday vs. Casey County
Friday vs. Lincoln County

Softball at Clarksville, Tenn.
Friday vs. Bishop Clarksville Christian
Friday vs. Obion County, Tenn.
Saturday vs. Clarksville Northwest
Saturday vs. TBA

Next week’s games

MONDAY

Softball at Caldwell, All A Classic
Baseball hosts Livingston, All A Classic
THURSDAY

Softball at Caldwell County
SATURDAY

Softball at Madisonville

All A Classic Pairings

All A SOFTBALL
MONDAY
Dawson Springs at Lyon County
Crittenden County at Caldwell County
Fort Campbell at University Heights
Heritage Christian at Livingston Central
TUESDAY
Semifinals at University Heights
THURSDAY
Championship at University Heights

All A BASEBALL
MONDAY
Dawson Springs at Fort Campbell
Crittenden Co. at Livingston Central
Heritage Christian at Lyon County
Caldwell County at University Heights
TUESDAY
Semifinals at Lyon County
THURSDAY
Championship at Lyon County

DISTRICT SOFTBALL STANDINGS

Team Overall Dist
Trigg County 8-6 2-1
Livingston Central ~ 8-2 1-1
Lyon County 4-4 1-2

Crittenden County ~ 3-6 0-3

DISTRICT BASEBALL STANDINGS

Lyon County 6-4 3-0
Livingston Central ~ 8-4 1-1
Trigg County 6-5 1-1

Crittenden County ~ 7-4 0-3
Games through 4-1-24

DISC GOLF
Clark tournament 13th

Marion-Crittenden County Park will
host the annual HB Clark Disc Golf
Tournament Saturday, April 13. The
event has professional and amateur
divisions and is part of the West Ken-
tucky Disc Golf Series. For more go
online to Marion Disc Golf Facebook
page. Clark is the man who designed
the local course and is a widely known
tournament promoter.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons

Here are some of the most common
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:

Youth Turkey April 6-7
Turkey April 13 - May 5
Bullfrog May 17 - Oct. 31
Squirrel May 18 - June 21

COME VISIT OUR

PIZZA BUFFET

& Salad Bar
Sunday noon-4 p.m.
Wednesday 5-8 p.m.

ALL YOU CAN EAT

At second base, seventh-grader Abigial Champion awaits high
hopper during last week’s district varsity game at Livingston.

BASEBALL

Fla. opener goes well

Crittenden County won its
spring break Florida opener
9-8 Monday over Rutherford,
a team from Panama City,
Fla.

The Rockets scored 4 in the
first but the game was tied at
6 after seven innings. In the
eighth, CCHS scored 3 and
the Rams 2. Crittenden’s
extra-innings runs came off a
wild pitch that scored Hutson
Stokes, Jeremiah Foster sin-
gled in Chase Conyer and
Casey Cates knocked in what
turned out to be the winning
run.

Conyer, Cates and Jaxton
Duncan had 2 hits apiece
and Cates drove in 3 runs.

Foster and Stokes did the
pitching with Stokes record-
ing the win in relief for 2 in-
nings. Foster struck out 7
and walked none in 6 in-
nings.

Rockets beat by Lyon

Crittenden County lost 10-
0 to Lyon County on Friday
before heading off to spring
break play in Florida.

CCHS was two-hit by Lyon
hurler Johnny Bingham
while the Lyons ripped
Rocket pitching for 11 hits.
Tyler Belt and Quinn Sum-
mers had the only singles for
Crittenden, which fell to 0-3
in league play.

Chase Conyer and Jere-
miah Foster pitched for
CCHS. Eight of Lyon’s 10
runs were earned.

SOFTBALL

Ladies lose at Livingston
Despite an early 2-0 lead
out of the first inning, Crit-
tenden County was uanble to
pull off the upset against Liv-
ingston Central last week in a

Fifth District matchup in
Smithland. LCHS won the
game 12-2.

Hannah Jent went 3-for-3
and drove in a run and Mor-
gan Piper knocked in the
other run on a first-inning
single, but that’s about the
only offense CCHS could
muster against Livingston
hurlers Hadley Hargrove and
Addison Tramble.

Anna Boone and Elliot
Evans pitched for CCHS. Five
errors were costly to the Lady
Rocket efforts.

For Livingston, Tramble
had 3 hits and Emersyn Ra-
mage and Amelia Ray had 2
apiece. Hargrove homered
and 3 RBIs and Victoria
Joiner also homered.

The loss was Crittenden’s
third straight in district com-
petition as the girls com-
pleted their first round of

league play.

Lyon gets CCHS 3-1

Crittenden had several op-
portunities, but stranded too
many runners in a 3-1 loss at
home against Lyon County in
Fifth District play.

Andrea Federico’s sixth-in-
ning solo homer was CCHS’s
only run. Anna Boone threw
a complete game, striking out
3 and walking 5 while scat-
tering 7 hits over 7 innings.

Elliot Evans, Hannah Jent
nad Jaylee Champion had
CCHS'’s only other hits.

TRACK AND FIELD

3 thirds at Calloway

Crittenden County’s 3200
relay team and senior Karsyn
Potter medaled at Saturday’s
Calloway County Invitational at
Murray.

Potter was third in the discus
competition with a throw of 90-

CCHS’s 4x800-meter relay team was a top finisher at last week-
end’s meet at Calloway County. Pictured are medalists Ella
Geary, Mary Martinez, Ella Whitney and Presley Potter.

Freshman Hannah Jent had 2 hits in the Lady Rockets district

loss at Livingston Central.

10 and the 4x800 girls squad
finished in 11:52.84 to also earn
third. Those members are Mary
Martinez, Presley Potter, Ella
Geary and Ella Whitney.

A JV boys relay team also fin-
ished third.

Following are Top 25 finishes
of CCHS athletes from the very
large meet last weekend at
Murray.

GIRLS

100 Meters 25. Kylie Blood-
worth 16.51.

4x800 Relay 3. Crittenden
11:52.84 (Mary Martinez, Pres-
ley Potter, Ella Whitney, Ella
Geary).

4x200 Relay 7. Crittenden
2:16.13 (Shelbi Belt, Kylie
Bloodworth, Madison Walker,
Ruby Peek.

1600 Meters 6. Mary Martinez
6:05.33.

4x200 JV Relay 4. Crittenden
1:04.26 (Shelbi Belt, Kylie

Crlttenden County senlor Tyler Belt takes a swing at pltchdurlng a recent hlgh school baseball
game. Belt and the Rockets are in Florida this week for spring break games.
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We make it easy to fill and transfer your prescriptions!
Call with your current prescription numbers,
bring in your empty bottles or ask your doctor

to phone in your prescription anytime.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

Meeting Gour Needs Wich thtegrity and Qality 217

West Bellville St.,

Bloodworth, Madison Walker,
Ruby Peek.

400 Meters 19. Presley Potter
1:15.81.

800 Meters 5. Ella Geary
2;56.08; 16. Ella Whitney
3:21.77.

200 Meters 18. Karsyn Potter
32.05, 24. Shelbi Belt 33.67.

3200 Meters 5. Mary Martinez
13:59. 17.

4x400 Relay 5. Crittenden
5:06.40. (Presley Potter, Ella
Geary, Mary Martinez, Karsyn
Potter).

Shot Put 6. Karsyn Potter 26-
02.25, 9. Layken Gilchrist 24-
11, 15. Madison Walker
16-6.25.

Discus 3. Karsyn Potter 90-
10, 11. Layken Gilchrist 60-00,
13. Madison Walker 53-06.

High Jump 9. Presley Potter
4-02.

BOYS

1600 Meters JV 5. Noah Mar-
tinez 6:07.51

1600 Meters 11. River Rogers
5:27.05, 16. Landon Starkey
5:45.57.

4x100 Relay 3. Crittenden
57.49 (Jayden Jones, Reece
Travis, Landon Starkey, Aiden
Musser).

800 Meters 19. River Rogers
2:32.73, 20. Landon Starkey
2:40.43.

200 Meters 23. Noah Byford
27.49.

3200 Meters 5. River Rogers
12:24.41.

Shot Put 8. Grayson James
36-11.75, 25. Glenn Starkey 25-
11.25.

Discus 25. Glenn Starkey 61-
02.

Long Jump 15. Bobby Hazel
16-03.

Best of Luck
ROCKETS

&

LADY ROCKETS

Law Offices of

Rebecca J. Johnson

Marion, Ky.

(270) 965-2222

\ 651 Blackburn St., Marion
\ (270) 965-7100

B facebook, o F

Glenn’s Apothecary

Located in Family Practice Clinic Building

Marion, Ky.  (270) 965-4101

Glenn's Prescription Genter

119 E. Main St., Salem, Ky. « (270) 988-3226
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Eyes one of May’s artforms

BY ALLISON EVANS
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS

There’s more to Ashlee May than
meets the eye.

Eyes are her expertise, but other
passions planted in her Georgia child-
hood have blossomed in Crittenden
County.

May is a professional eyelash and
brow technician chosen in the cosme-
tology category of The Crittenden
Press’ 10 Under 40 community rec-
ognition program. She also does cus-
tom-blended spray tans marketed
toward bridal parties and other spe-
cial occasions.

Besides her day job, she raises
goats, is a part-time dog groomer and
can list recording artist and assistant
taxidermist to her resume.

Deer hunting lured May’s family in
2006 to Crittenden County, where she
entered public school for the first time
in eighth grade and began pursuing a
career in the beauty industry to be-
come a nail technician upon gradu-
ation.

“I've had other jobs, bounced
around a little, but the salon and
beauty industry is what I got in and
stayed in the last 10 years,” she said.

She operates in an aesthetically-
pleasing salon that exudes a style as
eclectic as her professional catalog.

“Adults around you tell you when
you’re growing up not to be a quitter,”
she said. “We were taught if you start
something finish it... but if I was
working and couldn'’t see it being long
term or if I was not enjoying it, I
wasn’t going to waste any more time. I
wanted to do something different.”

About five years ago, the 31-year-old
was inspired by a video she saw online
about eyebrow tint and eyelash lifts
and extensions. The services were
popular in Europe and were making
their way to larger U.S. cities. She
soon earned certifications and, with
her husband Jacob, transformed a
building behind her home into her
studio, Botanical Beauty. She worked
on it for seven months between 2019
and 2020, passed inspections and was
ready to open in March 2020 when

e MEUTH D HoLcIiM 'DQ o Plsancs

www.Farmers247.com

Construction Supply, Inc.
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COVID-19 struck. Salons were the
first to be shuttered.

During COVID, she grew her plant
collection, a portion of which is dis-
played in her salon along with an in-
teresting mix of modern and antique
decor.

Clients say it’s a treat and retreat.

Some receive services more
frequently than others, but between
Botanical Beauty and weekly appoint-
ments she offers in Eddyville, May has
more than 100 clients on her roster.

“Some clients come every three
weeks for lash fills, some every three
or four months for lash lifts and tints,
brow reshaping or henna tattooing of
eyebrows, which involves a plant-
based tint that gives the effect of a tat-
too without a needle,” she explained.

She credits a plethora of Facebook
groups in the industry for helping her
determine the best brands of synthetic
lashes, which come in many styles
and lengths and are glued to clients’
real lashes about one millimeter from
their base. Trial and error led her to
the best adhesive and the proper hu-
midity level during application to
guarantee longevity.

Each session takes between two and
three hours since individual synthetic
lashes are applied through a tedious
process.

“There is artistry in what I'm doing,
looking at the structure of someone’s
face and determining a way to en-
hance their features that is not dis-
tracting or out of place,” she said.

Lindsey Sizemore, her colleage in
Eddyville, praises May’s attention to
detail.

“When Ashlee agreed to work Mon-

days at L Cosmetics, I was
thrilled because she is the
perfect fit for our team,”
Sizemore said. “Her quality
of lash work is some of the
best in western Kentucky,
she really cares about every
single detail as well as every
single person who sits in her |
chair and it shows.”

May said women use
longer lashes to cover
hooded eyes or create 4
a more youthful -
look.

“The daily dif-
ference in -
clients’ lives 4
makes me 4
happy
that
I'm
able
to
help
with
that,” she
said.

Eyebrow
tint, May said, is
something she de-
cided to incorporate
into her business after she
saw it gaining momentum.

“If things get too boring I
feel like I always need
something to work to-
ward, and this industry is
a good fit, more than I realized in the
beginning,” she said.

So what’s next? She is currently en-
rolled in a brow and lip tattooing pro-
gram.

“I feel like my background in map-
ping and color matching with tempo-
rary tattoos gives me a head start for
permanent makeup. Brow tattooing is
super simple, lasts longer and causes
no damage to skin layers.”

When she isn’t in her salon, she
loves antiquing and raising goats and
wildflowers.

“Growing up in Georgia, my family
had goats,” she said. “It was always

THANK YOU TO THE 10 wsderr 40 SPONSORS
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my plan to have some goats and I
wanted the cutest I could get, which I
think are Nigerian Dwarf goats.”

She has plans to extend her wild-
flower patch and host a wildflower fes-
tival late this summer for her clients —
a do-over of her canceled grand open-
ing because of COVID.

“I can’t believe I waited so long to do
this,” she said. “If I could make wild-
flower bouquets and walk around the
flower patch and figure out how to
make that living, there would be no
more lash tech in Marion because that
is my happy place.”
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